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BRITISH is the official publication of the not-officious 
 BRITISH IRON TOURING CLUB OF NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

casually founded in 1981. 
 

Dedicated to the preservation, touring, towing, racing, discussion of British cars and... 
 

National Barbecue Month 
 

Root Canal Awareness Week: May 5-11 
                                                             

Contact Us 
- Find our most excellent site in ‘web-land’ at www.britishironnwa.org 

- To contact our President: bwatkins@watkinslawoffice.com 
- To contact the editor:  bcallier@cox.net 

 
Members staying in touch: 

We have our own club email list-server – contact Jim Carney  carney1081@cox.net to sign up and stay up to date.                    
 

Our electronic (not Lucas) newsletter 
In addition to member emailing, the complete newsletter may be found on our website. 

 
Monthly Meetings 

We meet for grub, grog and gab on the 2nd Thursday of every month, except December.  
 

Other meetings 
Ø The 4th Friday of every month is Social Night at our clubhouse and garage, the Brit Stop. 
Ø Most Saturday mornings after the Monthly Meeting we gather at the Brit Stop for tech sessions or tinkering. 
Ø Scheduled events and club activities are posted on last page 
Ø Other Brit Stop activities as arranged.  See your BI-List emails.  

 
++++ 

 
April Meeting Minutes:  April 11, 2019 minutes, by 'Reporter for a day'.  We almost beat the Ron and Mary Shrum to 
the monthly meeting night!  But it turned out they were sitting in the parking lot, waiting for someone to show up.  
Always second place.  Our favorite kind of person is one who sees a need and then, without being asked, fulfills that 
need.   At our last tech session we could not find a SU jet adjusting wrench.  Mr. Shrum ordered and has donated two 
of them to the Brit Stop.  "Gard bles yer, Ser!"   One wrench will remain openly on the 'scope and the other will be in 
the toolbox drawer labeled 'Tune Up'.  And they will be retuned there always.  So at our table break-down stories were 
shared - and at all the others, possibly.  Dr. Hess asked about a tech question regarding a cylinder that wouldn't fire, but 
every thought had already been checked by Hess.  When one is presented as a Guru, one can expect some humiliation.  
We learned that Buddy Curry had part of his pancreas removed, along with the spleen and a few other bits and pieces, 
but couldn't join us tonight because of reaction to chemo.  He is recovering and has our prayers.  Mark Brewer was 
scuba diving in Mexico (he missed a monthly meeting for that?).  One excitement was that the Storey's arrived a bit 
late.  Unheard of!  At 7:00 sharp Bill Watkins got up and went back for another slice of pizza!  Business was started at 
7:06.  Mr. Treasurer reported $6,410.05, which means we will be able to pay the BS rent for a while.  Because of a 
rotten weather report, our winery tour to Altus was canceled for the 13th and postponed until April 27th.   Watch for 
more details.  Please note: our admiration for self-starters (at the top) is not in any way a slam on labor unions, their 
management or members.  Any such interpretation is entirely inconsistent with PC behavior, which is our guiding 
light. 
 
            
 
May Contributors:  Bill Watkins, Wil Wing, Charles Wells, Toly Arutunoff, Bill Roe, Mariner  



BEHIND	THE	WHEEL	(From	the	right	hand	side)	

We	have	a	useful	new	piece	of	equipment	at	the	Brit	Stop.	Through	the	efforts	of	Phil	Warner	we	
have	acquired	a	distributor	machine	for	a	mere	$100	of	club	funds.	Phil	contacted	former	member	Bob	
Whitehead	to	discuss	some	flathead	items	Bob	collects	(he	has	an	Allard	with	a	flathead	motor	and	a	
collection	of	flathead	manifolds)	and	Bob	mentioned	that	he	had	a	distributor	machine	he	wanted	to	clear	
out.	Bob	offered	to	sell	it	to	the	club	so	Phil	contacted	the	Grand	Guru	Wing	and	me	about	it.	Wil	checked	
with	Bob	and	now	the	club	owns	a	distributor	machine.	Now	we	just	need	to	get	Wil	to	show	us	how	to	
use	it.	Who	wants	to	have	their	distributor	worked	on?	

With	that	addition	we	now	have	the	Sun	diagnostic	machine,	an	exhaust	gas	analyzer,	spark	plug	
cleaner,	blast	cabinet,	the	lift,	and	oh	yeah,	a	refrigerator.	Plus	some	basic	tools.	What	other	club	has	such	
a	well	equipped	shop?	Again,	it	is	your	shop	and	you	are	encouraged	to	use	it.	

“Wil	and	Frank	James	worked	on	the	'new'	(very	old)	distributor	machine.		After	cleaning	it	was	
plugged	in,	turned	on...	and	made	heavy	black	smoke!		An	hour	later,	after	removing	the	motor,	Frank	
spotted	a	shorted	wire	leading	to	a	bulb.		Retested,	it	now	seems	to	be	working.”	

I	understand	that	at	least	one	British	car	made	the	winery	tour.	Well	done	to	Brain	and	Ann	Hanna	
for	upholding	the	honor	of	the	crown.	From	the	pictures	I	saw	it	appears	that	there	was	a	good	turnout	-	
hate	that	Lisa	and	I	had	to	miss	it.	I	hope	there	is	a	story	on	the	trip	in	this	newsletter!!			

That	same	weekend,	on	Sunday,	a	number	of	the	Jaguar	owning	members	of	British	Iron	met	the	
Jaguar	Club	of	Tulsa	at	Monte	Ne	Inn	for	a	fried	chicken	lunch.	Kudos	to	Robert	and	Sue	Storey	for	driving	
their	beautiful	XK	120	to	the	gathering.	

																								 	

											Above	is	a	photo	of	most	of	the	cars	driven	by	members	of	our	club.	It	was	a	pleasure	to	get	my	old	
3.8S	out	for	the	first	time	in	a	while.		Ran	great.	About	half	of	the	Tulsa	club	folks	drove	Jaguars,	all	of	
which	were	more	modern.	I	noted	an	XJS	and	a	couple	of	modern	XKs.	In	all	we	had	32	or	33	folks	present,	
half	of	which	were	from	our	club.	If	you	arrived	late	a	didn’t	get	a	seat	I’m	sorry,	the	room	was	full.	It	was	
very	enjoyable	to	get	together	with	the	JCTI	folks	and	I	hope	we	can	schedule	other	joint	activities	in	the	
future.	Maybe	there	are	some	other	clubs	we	can	get	together	with?	What	ideas	do	you	have?	

Speaking	of	the	Tulsa	Jaguar	club,	they	have	their	annual	European	car	show	coming	up	on	May	
31st	and	June	1	in	Sand	Springs.	This	usually	ends	up	being	mostly	British	cars	and	Alfa	Romeos.	It	is	a	very	
nice	location	on	the	Triangle	(as	opposed	to	a	“square”)	in	downtown	Sand	Springs.	The	host	hotel	is	the	
Hampton	Inn	in	Sand	Springs	(the	one	you	can	see	on	the	right	as	you	approach	Sand	Springs	from	Tulsa)	



and	there	will	be	a	party	at	the	hotel	the	night	before	the	show.	Information	can	be	found	at	
http://www.eumoex.com.	It	is	a	nice	event	with	interesting	cars	and	you	should	plan	to	attend.	

Hope	to	see	you	at	the	meeting	on	May	9th.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Toly's	1969	Daytona	24-hour	race		
As	found	in	a	'Car	Collector'	magazine	-	and	from	the	man	himself,	Toly	Arutunoff	

(Don't	fret	over	the	small	discrepancies	-	it	was	50	years	ago.		Enjoy	the	story!)	
	

It all started with an email from Charles Wells: 
 
"When you speak to Toly next can you ask him if he remembers the Alfa Romeo Giulia Sprint Speciale which he 
entered in the 1969 Daytona 24-hour race after finding it languishing on a used car lot in Nashville, Tennessee, whilst 
attending Vanderbilt University. It's a fantastic story, which I have been reading in an old (1982) copy of Car 
Collector. Perhaps you remember it. With seemingly little preparation, the four-year-old four-cylinder 1600cc Alfa 
was entered in the under 2-litre Grand Touring class, which was the exclusive domain of the far more powerful six-
cylinder two-litre Porsche 911. The method behind Toly's madness was the aerodynamic shape that would give the 
Sprint Speciale better fuel consumption and the stock 22-gallon fuel capacity that would necessitate fewer pit stops 
than the Porsches. He also thought that Alfa engineering was the match of that of Porsche, if not better, and would 
therefore place them higher because of attrition when the grueling 24-hour race was done. He was right! The little 
Alfa did indeed outdistance and outlast the bigger and better prepared racing machines, finishing third in class and 
twenty-fifth overall out of the fifty-nine cars that started the race. Toly must have also been delighted that the car 
finished only one place down from the Ferrari GTB co-driven by Sam Posey.    
 
 At that time, such tales of Alfa successes convinced me to buy a 1600cc Giulia Sprint GTV rather than a Jaguar 
XK150S. Also the Alfa was much cheaper, and still is! 
 
PS: Having checked the race results elsewhere, I fear that the author of the article in Car Collector may have got a 
little carried away because the Alfa SS is listed as finishing 27th and 5th in class, and Posey's GTB 275 23rd, but who 
cares as it was a tremendous achievement anyway. Perhaps Toly can remember the true result." 



	
Toly writes: 
	
I	bought	the	car	to	just	run	the	race;	didn’t	care	how	well	we	did.	Obviously	we’d	enjoy	a	high	finish	but	we	just	wanted	to	go	race	
for	24	hours	with	just	one	towing	trip.  We’d	entered	the	24-hour	Daytona	race	from	'64	intermittently	with	my	Lancia	Flaminia	
and	Bryan	Crow’s	Sprint	Veloce,	but	hardly	got	onto	the	track	in	those	3	attempts.		I	don’t	know	which	came	first,	but	
there	was	a	SS	(Sprint	Speciale)	with	perfectly	repaired	front	end	damage	apart	from	a	bit	of	overspray	inside	one	of	
the	hood	louvers	for	sale	at	a	British	sports	car	dealership.		It	was	about	$2500;	could’ve	been	a	bit	more	or	less.		Not	
too	many	thousand	miles.		What	kinda	sold	me	on	the	idea	of	Daytona	is	that	it	had	a	16	gallon	tank	and	during	the	
race	we	got	about	16mpg!		And	in	those	wonderful	days	you	didn’t	need	a	fuel	cell	or	a	rollbar	for	an	FIA	race.		It	was	
showroom	stock.		I	think	we	took	the	muffler	off.		We	borrowed	all	our	friends’,	including	Bryan’s,		Alfa	
wheels.		Bryan	had	a	set	of	Conrero	cams,	so	although	the	car	would	about	hit	redline	in	5th	gear	as	it	sat,	he	insisted	
on	putting	them	in…boy,	the	crap	I	let	people	do	to	my	cars	through	decades	of	racing	with	me	paying	for	it	all—
wotta	dweeb!		Decades	later	I	found	out	that	SS	cams	were	even	hotter	than	the	Veloce	cams	we	thought	the	car	
had!			
	
We	were	running	on	racing	tires	which	I	think	were	definitely	taller	than	the	Pirelli	radials	on	the	stock	car;	the	
speedo	showed	us	going	a	bit	slower	down	the	chicane-free	backstretch	than	stock	tires	on	the	Interstate,	but	I	bet	
the	car	was	as	fast	with	a	bit	slower	acceleration.		I	managed	the	pit,	which	we	equipped	with	carpet,	32-cup	
coffeemaker,	deli	snacks	and	pastries	and	lights.		At	the	time	I	think	we	had	either	one	light	bulb	per	pit	or	maybe	just	
an	outlet.		There	wasn’t	enough	voltage	when	everyone	lit	their	pits	but	the	fire	truck	crew	said	we	could	hook	up	to	
their	power	supply	if	they	could	have	coffee.		There	was	a	functioning	crew	cafeteria	in	the	infield	which	had	decent	
food	the	whole	24	hours.		We	also	had	a	few	pots	of	phony	flowers	hung	up	for	atmosphere.		Before	the	race	the	
Camaro	crew	in	the	next	pit	criticized	our	fussy	little	car	and	told	one	of	our	crew	"All	we	have	to	do	was	add	oil"	to	
the	Camero.		While	they	were	tearing	their	car	apart	about	2	am	our	guy	wandered	over	and	said	"Can’t	you	find	the	
dipstick?"	to	the	guy	who’d	picked	on	us.		Early	in	the	morning	we	lost	the	ability	to	disengage	the	clutch	but	
controlling	engine	speed	while	shifting	up	or	down	eventually	didn’t	cost	us	any	lap	time.		Then	with	a	couple	hours	
to	go,	Bill	Pryor,	my	long-term	co-driver	and	navigator,	spun	into	the	infield	out	of	turn	one.		The	engine	stalled.		He	
pumped	the	clutch	but	nothing	happened.		I	would’ve	shut	the	engine	off,	put	it	in	gear,	and	hoped	it’d	fire	up	on	the	
starter.		But	Bill	was	deliberately	mechanically	ignorant	so	he	revved	it	a	bit	and	slammed	it	into	first	and	drove	off.		I	
suppose	the	grass	provided	enough	slippage	to	not	break	the	driveline	or	stall	the	engine.			
	
During	pit	stops	we’d	jack	up	the	rear,	put	it	in	second,	pour	water	under	the	wheels,	rev	it	up,	and	let	down	the	
jack.		Never	stalled	it	and	we	definitely	impressed	the	pit	marshals,	as	they	had	to	make	sure	we	didn’t	illegally	push	
start	the	car.		We	got	a	Daytona	trophy	for	‘Best	Alfa’	since	the	2-liter	sport	prototype	went	out	while	they	were	a	
dozen	or	so	laps	ahead	of	us	but	we	eventually	overtook	them.		After	the	race	we	threw	Bill	in	the	pool	although	he	
swore	he	couldn’t	swim.		I	thought	he	was	throwing	a	very	dramatic	hysterical	fit	thrashing	around	the	deep	end	and	
then	we	realized	he	was	drowning	so	someone	jumped	in	and	pulled	him	out.		
	
I	think	at	the	most	we	put	on	4	tires;	it	could’ve	been	just	2.		But	as	we’d	mounted	racing	tires	on	the	several	wheels	
we’d	borrowed	I	just	considered	them	as	payment	of	rent	when	I	gave	the	wheels	back	to	the	people	who’d	loaned	
them	to	us.		The	car	needed	a	second	gear	synchro	and	a	throwout	bearing	(can’t	easily	see	why	the	pedal	seemed	to	
work	normally	though,	if	it	was	just	the	bearing).		I	didn’t	really	care	for	the	car’s	looks	so	after	fixing	it	I	sold	it	for	
maybe	$2300.							
Toly	

If you enjoyed that story, why haven't you bought Toly's book 'One Off'? 

	

	

																																																																									
	
	
	
	
	



Toly Writes Again 

 
 

Hillclimbs!  My first event was the Eureka Springs hillclimb in my Carrera Speedster in ’59.  They’d just built a new 
road up the hill very close to town, and the old road was available.  The fun thing is that we ran up the hill and then 
returned on the new road downhill to the start.  A cop at the top stopped regular traffic to let the competition cars come 
out and head downhill until another cop showed up and told him to stop the racer until regular traffic was clear.  We 
also ran up mt. Nebo.  Dogpatch?  Bill Pryor’s wife Ellen won a trophy in her automatic Chevy Vega!  They registered 
it with the scca? or maybe just the local whatever as an autocross!  When you ran up the hill you entered the big 
parking lot where there was an autocross laid out.  There were a couple pylons on the hill but we were told that there’d 
be no penalty because if you actually hit one you’d be going off the side of the hill.  I drove over from Nashville in my 
Dino but I don’t think I ran the hill—no idea why not.  When we put on the thousand mile 4 day ‘Hillbilly Mille’ in 
’01 we used both Mt. Nebo and the by now ancient old Eureka Springs road as ‘special stages.’  The idea was to 
complete the run at the exact speed limit.  There was a house or two on the old road and if you were slowed by other 
traffic you could run again.  We used cb radios at start and finish.  The starter said ‘go’ and the timer at the hilltop 
started a stopwatch.  We’d measured both hills precisely so we had a very specific time to be hit exactly.   Everybody 
loved them.  The Austin, Texas, ‘Austin Spokes’ sportscar club ran an autocross and a hillclimb the weekend that 
secretariat won the triple crown.  I think it was near Eureka Springs, but the hillclimb started by a lake and at the top 
you had to shut off immediately or in a couple hundred feet you’d hit a power substation.  The ‘Spokes’ had done this 
a previous year or two but I don’t think they did it again.  I drove the Cooper-mg over but got tired and had a friend 
tow a trailer over with mom’s ’68 Cadillac—which i ran up the hill as well!  The rules said you could carry a passenger 
if they had a helmet and seatbelt, so i ran with 4 passengers.  The car had front disc brakes—an option in ’68—and also 
a limited slip diff and radial tires.  It was really fun.  I eventually found out how to really make the car handle (also 
mentioned, ahem, in my book).  First you put an Addco antisway bar on the rear.  Then!  You keep the radials on the 
front but put bias plies on the rear.  That setup was illegal in europe but i don’t think USA folks got around to a law 
that esoteric.  Dunno if I ran both cars in the autocross, but i definitely ran the Cooper-mg.  The Brit overseeing the 
autocross had actually raced a different Cooper-mg in England but I couldn’t persuade him to have a gentle autocross 
run. 
 

 

Morgan News Release from Geneva Auto Show 
 
5th March 2019 – Investindustrial has today announced the acquisition of a majority stake in Morgan Motor Company Ltd (“Morgan”), the iconic 
110-year old British sports cars manufacturer. Terms of the transaction were not disclosed, and it is expected to complete in April 2019. The Morgan 
family will continue to act as stewards for the brand and retains a minority shareholding. Meanwhile, for the first time in its history, the management 
team and all employees will have a share of the business. The investment is executed without financial debt, and Morgan will have a positive net 
cash position upon closing of the transaction. The investment in Morgan is made by a separate fund (with a different strategy) from Investindustrial 
V L.P. (whose investment subsidiaries hold a stake in Aston Martin Lagonda Global Holdings PLC). 
 
Founded in 1909, Morgan continues to this day to hand-build premium sports cars with a classic design in its historic factory in Malvern, UK, which 
is visited by more than 30,000 enthusiasts each year. With revenues of £33.8 million and net profit of £3.2 million in 2018, the company sells around 
700 cars per year including a portfolio of iconic car designs and a unique 3 Wheeler manufactured using three core elements: ash, aluminium and 
leather. The Morgan brand is synonymous of quintessential British craftsmanship, elegance, performance and design. Morgan has a loyal and active 
owners’ community with more than 5,000 members and 50 clubs globally. 
 
As part of the transaction, and as a sign of its long-term faith in the company and the wider British automotive sector, Investindustrial will support 
Morgan to accelerate new product development, after the launch today of the new Plus Six at the Geneva motor show, the first to adopt the 
company’s new CX-Generation architecture, increase global distribution and broaden customers’ experience with unique events, enabling Morgan to 
fulfil its global potential as an iconic maker of hand-built British sports cars. In supporting the company, Investindustrial will leverage its vast 
experience and track record in the automotive industry, developed through a number of successful investments over the last 30 years, such as Aston 
Martin and Ducati. 
 
Morgan will continue to focus on its niche classic segment within the automotive sector, with bespoke manufacturing, hand-built products, and the 
use of ash remaining central to its strategy.  



Larry	Roe	Writes:	

Thanks	to	the	generosity	of	Don	Bobbitt	of	Little	Rock,	the	club	has	come	into	possession	of	a	collection	of	
Triumph	parts,	which	are	for	sale.		All	extravagant,	reasonable,	or	semi-reasonable	offers	will	be	
considered.		Please	email	lar@uark.edu	if	interested.	

TR3	radiator;	cleaned,	pressure	tested,	soda	blasted,	painted.		New	cap.	

TR3	custom-built	rear	seat.	

TR3	generator,	new	brushes.	

TR3	starter,	rebushed.	

TR3	regulator,	working.	

TR3	fuel	pumps	(2)	with	clear	bowls.		Need	diaphragms.	

TR3	fan.	

TR3	brass	fuel	shutoff	valve	with	new	seal.	

TR3	dash,	fresh	hammertone	paint.	

TR3	instrument	panel,	fresh	hammertone	paint.	

TR3	choke	cable,	new.	

TR3	trunk	latch	and	key.	

TR3	fuse	block.	

TR3	overriders,	rough	condition.	

TR3	side	curtain	brackets.	

TR3	gas	tank	brackets.	

TR3	seat	padding	kit,	NIB.	

TR4	intake	with	two	Stromberg	carbs	that	need	diaphragms.	

Side	curtain	for	something.	

	

Will	Writes:	

Late	news:	They	said	it	couldn't	be	done,	but	Wil	sold	his	TR7	at	the	McLeod/BMCA	Swap	Meet	on	April	
27th.	
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COMING EVENTS 
 
Jasper—Low Gap Café             May 18, 2019 
Carthage Car Show              June 8, 2019 
BBQ at Mark Brewer’s               July 4, 2019 
Brit Stop II Courtesy Car Inspections     August 10, 2019 
Brit Iron Car Show             September 5-7, 2019 
Halloween Party        October 25, 2019 
 TBD          TBD 
Christmas Party        December 7, 2019 
 
MEETING NIGHT LOCATION-  Jim's Razorback Pizza in Springdale on Sunset , 
next to Lowe's home center. 
Grub, grog and gab about 6:00 on, business at 7:00.  
 
   
  



	

	

 
 
 
 
	
	
	

																									Join	British	Iron	
British	Iron	Touring	Club	Membership	Annual	Dues	
are	$45.00	
Name:	_______________________	
Partner:	_____________________	
Address:	
	
	
Telephone:	Home:	__________________	
																				Work:	__________________	
e-mail	address	(needed)	__________________	
British	cars	owned:	_____________________	
______________________________________	
______________________________________	
Mail	to:	Jim	Carney,	11565	Oak	Hills	Dr.	
Bentonville,	AR			
72712	
		
	


