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THE SEARCH FOR OPPORTUNITIES CONTINUES
Although the decision to cancel Brits in the Ozarks
2020 was a difficult one, it appears to be a wise and well
reasoned decision. COVID-19 is still with us and the
numbers are increasing daily. I am certain that the
majority of you are as tired of masks and social
distancing as we are, but we need to do what we can to
reduce our risk and the risk of anyone who might be
compromised. As much as I was looking forward to
our car show, there are other opportunities for safe
interactions. The parade at Butterfield Trail Village
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BEHIND THE WHEEL (From the right hand side)
Back on June 18th what passes for the leadership team of this loosely organized club plus Jennifer from the ALS
office met via Zoom to discuss Brits in the Ozarks for 2020. After input from members with opinions on both sides of the
subject of the true hazards of COVID-19 and how those hazards should be handled, the decision was made to cancel the
2020 edition of our car show. This was a painful decision based on business concerns and practical reality.
Giving some immediacy to this decision was the looming deadline to cancel with the hotel without paying a large
fee. The chances are that the hotel would have been flexible with us but the contract with them says what it says and there
was no point in taking that risk or arguing with what has been a very good business partner over the years. Another issue
was the various rules and regulations that have been imposed as a result of the disease. For example, under the ADH and
CDC guidelines we would not have been able to run the kitchen at the show. We would not have responsibly been able to
conduct the silent auction (who wants to have to police the wearing of masks while the bidders stand shoulder to
shoulder?). How would we responsibly conduct the work party? How many people would actually show up for the work
party?
Lastly, how many people would actually show up for the event? This is a big unknown. Some surrounding states,
such as Kansas for one, have initiated rules that if you come from or have visited Arkansas you have to quarantine for two
weeks. So you could pretty well eliminate the folks who attend from Kansas. Members of the Tulsa MG AT@ series
club had already passed word to us that they would not attend this year.
So, all in all there just didn’t seem to be much way to do this (a) without financial risk, (b) successfully, (c)
responsibly, and (d) in a way that would not shift a much greater burden to a few members, thus being much less fun. We
pulled the plug. We have received some push-back from outside of the club on this decision, accusing us of being political
and that we are somehow allowing ourselves to be pushed around by radicals. Wrong. That is just BS. I think the reasons
I have explained above are sound and I hope that most of you agree. I respect well reasoned opinions to the contrary and
would be happy to discuss this with any member who wishes to engage.
Enough of that. We are still going to try to have some fun with this situation and raise some money for the ALS
Association - Arkansas Chapter. The plan now is to create a Ano car show@ T-shirt with some special artwork on the
front. A solicitation will go out to all of our past participants asking for a donation to ALS with various donation levels
getting them a shirt, a listing on the shirt and, in exchange for a donation of $100 or more, a invitation to a Zoom meeting
with our guest speaker, John Nikas, and a couple of top-line guests he is working to line up. Stay tuned. With this we
ought to be able to raise at least a few thousand dollars.
Changing the subject completely. I swear I’d rather work on my old cars than a simple lawn mower engine. My
mower was running poorly, acting like there was a fuel feed problem - I’ll spare you the details. A quick troll of Youtube
found a video with someone fixing the exact symptoms on the same engine I have - the solution being to tighten the plate
the carb is bolted to in order to stop the carb from shaking and allowing air to leak in around the carb inlet to the head.
The plate on mine certainly seemed wobbly, so after some disassembly to get to the bolts, I tightened the left side then
applied just a little torque to the right side and - - the bolt broke off. Of course, it screws into the head. Again, I’ll spare
you the details of the next three hours of frustration, but I will say that the tap and die sets at the Brits Stop are worn out
and should not be relied upon. Grrrrr. I think my next mower will be electric.
There are some car related events starting to spring up. Things like the twice monthly cruise night in Gravette
seem to permit proper social distancing. Some of the car shows springing up seem to be a little more challenging in that
regard, so use your own wisdom and discretion. Lisa and I have decided that we will wear masks, follow the guidelines,
and let the laws of natural selection run their course through the rest of the population! Stay well.
Bill Watkins
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allowed a number of us to visit with
masks and from a safe distance. See
the story on page 7. Several of us are
considering an excursion to the
metropolis of Gravette for their cruise
with enough of us, British Iron can
make a real impression. There are
always opportunities for distanced
“fun runs” -although with the
summer’s heat, evenings look like the
best time unless you drive a British car
with working air conditioning!

British Iron has made a number of changes
including a format that is able to offer advertising.
If you know someone who might want to
advertise, please approach them about this
opportunity or give Jim or Diana Gallagher the
tip. It is the deal of a lifetime. For a full year, 12
issues, a business card sized ad is available at the
bargain price of $45.00. Added benefits include
that our newsletter is now shared with a number
of other car clubs extending the reach of theirads,
and it is promoted on the BI website.

Please share if you have any ideas that
allow social distancing and “safe” get
togethers. Your idea may not appeal to
everyone and most ideas will not
accommodate the whole group but all
ideas are welcome. A meeting at the
local drive in theater on Highway 112
was one suggestion. We have all seen
drive in theaters being the newest site
for music concerts. The drive in idea
didn’t appeal to everyone; members
who don’t drive after dark and those
who avoid late nights were not
interested since the movies don’t start
until after dark (around 8:45). All ideas
are welcome.

The deadline for contributions remains the 15th
of each month. Content that comes in after the
15th is ALWAYS welcome but will be held for the
following month. The goal during non-Covid
months is distribution on the first Friday of each
month so we can have the newsletter a week
before our meeting. With the absence of
meetings, we will strive to have the newsletter out
by mid month.
In light of COVID-19 limiting our interactions,
several new columns have been added. News
from NWA and Around the World will provide the
connection to each other that we are missing. We
want to know what is new in your world. Please
share. It could be news from across the globe
or something personal. Do you have a new
project, a health concern, a new child or
grandchild, in our very narrow worlds of
social distancing, we are all hungry for any
connections and your news will be of
interest to your fellow club members.
We also have added a “For Sale” feature and
another column on new “adoptions”
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NEW “For Sale” COLUMN
Last month the idea of a “For Sale” column was launched and we already have had
some interest. I would like to see this grow with a handful of ads each month. For
members, this will be an added benefit of paying your dues; for non-members the cost
will be $10.00 per month with funds going into the club’s coffers. Our newsletter not
only reaches our membership but has been picked up by several other car clubs. This
extends the reach dramatically beyond what you might reach with a post of the BI-list.
If you have any items to sell please consider advertising them with British Iron. Your
unneeded treasures may have a second life in a new home.

Gravette Cruise and Quarantine
There is not a lot to do in a small town and with COVID
19, Shane Hargrave was struck by how little there was
to do in Gravette, AR. When he voiced this, he was
encouraged to do something about it. Shane picked up
that challenge and drove it home. With COVID, car
shows were cancelled and Shane recognized that cars
were loved by so many.
Since April, Shane has put together a group of car
enthusiasts from across NW Arkansas to gather for a
cruise around Gravette. The first drive drew around 25
cars and each time since then, the event has grown. A
recent drive brought almost 200 participants with some
coming from as far away as Claremore, OK. The
popularity of the event has grown from a monthly event to one held every other
Friday. The next drive on July 31 will be the 9th event and August 14 will be
#10. . The event is sanctioned by the Gravette Police and City Hall and is
endorsed by most local businesses. Excitement has built and everyone wants
to get on board. The Gravette Cruise and Quarantine is a family event and
changes each time it is held. The founders work to keep things fresh and
exciting with the benefits of participation changing. For an early drive, the local
gas stations dropped the price of gas to 99 CENTS and since then local
restaurants have added in discounted pricing and donated raffle prizes.
Frequent participants include those from the MOPAR group, Camero Club and
Mustang Club. I contend that it is time for a British Invasion in Gravette.
(continued page 5)
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When the number of cars was small, the group met at the Sonic to do the slow
cruise through town but they have now outgrown the space at Sonic and
parking is available at City Hall, the Police Department, Hard luck Cafe, and
Arvest. Just look for spot to park around 5:30, visit the tents for special prizes
and be prepared to jump in when the drive begins forming around 6:30.
For more information, please visit and like the Facebook Page, Gravette Cruise
and Quarantine or call Shane Hargrave at 479-256-1602

BI BRIT STOP
Work sessions and monthly social events are held at The Brit Stop (the British Iron Club
House and Shop). The address is 14531 East Highway 12, Rogers, AR. The shop is behind
the Prairie Creek Mini Mall. All events are suspended until the end of COVID-19 restrictions.
Enter between the Mini Mall and Arrowhead Boat Sales. Coming from Rogers, at the corner
of Hwy 94 (N. 2nd St) and Hwy 112 W Locust St) head east toward Prairie Creek for 3.7 miles.
The Prairie Creek Mini Mall and Arrowhead Boat Sales on on the right and Tony C's
restaurant will be on the left.
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

Bill Watkins

How long have you been a member of British Iron?
I joined the club in 1995 and have served as President of our group for 19 years. I
guess I wasn’t paying attention that first year and look at what happened. I accepted
the oﬃce of President the first year we had a car show and both the show and my
involvement have grown together.
What do you enjoy about the group?
I like so many things about our group. I enjoy the people who have been members for
decades and so many new members. I like our activities and, of course, I like cars! I
truly enjoy the diversity that our group oﬀers. We have members that are outgoing
and charismatic like Mark Brewer who help draw others to our fold. Then we have ,
intellectuals like Larry Roe and yet others who are true Renaissance men like Wil
Wing. Everyone brings value and their special gifts to the group and because of that
we are stronger. I also like that as large and as diverse that our group has become,
there is no one who has a private agenda who uses the group for their personal
benefit.
Do you have any special memories of your time with British Iron?
There are many special memories but it would be have to be the first time that we
sponsored the car show. I remember with amazement how everyone stepped up to
contribute and how well the show turned out. That first show planted a seed that
has grown and flourished. It is something that we all enjoy (and this year will miss)
and our work has made the lives of those living with ALS a bit easier.
Tell me about your current British Car or favorite British Car(s)?
My height limits me on what British cars are real options for me. Years ago I began
with a TR4 but over time, the car seemed to grow smaller and smaller making it
harder to fit my frame into it comfortably. I found that I loved the comfort (and air
conditioning) of my Jaguar sedan. It was roomy for long drives to New Orleans, and
Iowa and multiple jaunts to Kansas City and Tulsa for car shows. I looked around and
stumbled across the Jensen Interceptor III. I remembered reading about this
relatively rare car in my youth. I was amazed that only 7000 were handmade over 8
years. Once I began searching, I found mine in Vancouver, Canada 13 years ago.
Like all British cars, it has required a few upgrades over the years. It is a British Car
from a British company who were smart enough to hire Italian designers and use an
American drive train.
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Member Highlights continued from page 6
So what are your demographics- married/widowed/divorced/single, kids, grandkids,
working/retired, pets, hobbies, etc.
I have been married to Lisa for 32 years. We have no children. Other than my car
hobby, we enjoy canoeing and rafting. I enjoy reading and we love travel. One of my
side gigs is serving as the board chair for the Beaver Water District providing safe
drinking water for all of NW Arkansas. In the absence of COVID, we would have been
able to attend conferences that have always been interesting and enjoyable.
What has been your biggest frustration since Covid-19 has hit NWA?
Without question, COVID had simply disrupted our personal and professional lives.
Everything is diﬀerent and more challenging.
Tell me something about yourself that the majority of our group would be surprised
by?
I am pretty well known by the majority of our group over the past 20 years but one
thing that they might not know is that I play guitar for a Gospel quartet at church.

1973 Jensen Interceptor III

1965 Jaguar 3.8S Saloon
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New Member Highlights
A Second Life for a MGB and Life Lessons
Alan Yount and his grandson Alex Harper, our newest members, have
gone on a quest to restore the 1968 MGB that Alan’s brother owned.
Alan’s brother passed away several years ago, and his widow leD the
BriEsh car in the driveway. ADer her passing, Alan and Alex decided to
drive down to LafayeIe, Louisiana to retrieve the car. They towed it
back to a Bentonville shop and began the arduous restoraEon process.
At this Eme, it will not start. They know that they are not geLng a
spark and the fuel tank is in need of replacement.
Alan and Lois Yount

Alan spent a good number of his early years in southeast Texas and the
Gulf Coast of Louisiana where he got his educaEon and a personal
invitaEon as he puts it from President Johnson to join him in the ﬁght for democracy. ADer his one-year tour
of the Republic of Viet Nam, he became a foreign area career oﬃcer with a specialty in Turkey. He and his
family lived in Ankara and Istanbul for two years each.
Alex is a 17-year-old Bentonville High School junior who paints,
plays tennis, and is studying to go to veterinary medicine school.
Alex’s long-term goal is to join his father in his veterinary
pracEce. The short-term goal is to get the MGB roadworthy so he
can drive it to school.
Alan has always had an interest in auto mechanics. Like many of
us, he started on a 1960 Ford Fairlane 500 that he installed a long
block in one week and Alan and his bride Lois Jane took it on
their honeymoon the next week. That was 54 years ago. They,
unlike the Ford, are sEll going strong.
Computers have occupied much of Alan’s life since reEring from
the Army aDer a 20-year career. He has moved to Bentonville to
be closer to his daughter’s family and their three children. His
full-Eme work is now to learn, along with his
17-year-old grandson, about the trials and
tribulaEons of restoring an MGB.
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EASIER PATH TO NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
Although the newsletter has been a labor of love, it is representative of most
older British cars. It has needed a few “tweeks” and modifications to correct
problems. Like working on a car, it has been a learning process.
One of those problems is that the membership has been confused on whether
to contact Jim or Diana and on which email. Quite honestly, a few emails were
lost in transit. To correct this, we have established a new account just for the
newsletter. This will hopefully simplify things for everyone.
To submit an editorial, place an advertisement, post an item for sale, share a
technical or article of interest or news for the group, please send that content
to the one and only British Iron Newsletter email address
editors4binewsletter@gmail.com
If you have submitted something for publication and have not seen it in print,
submit it again to the new email address.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
MONTHLY MEETING WILL BE AT LAS FAJITAS (5266 N.THOMPSON ST, SPRINGDALE, AR
72764 (Until we are beyond COVID-19- all gatherings are suspended)
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT BRITISH IRON, CONTACT BILL WATKINS
bwatkins@watkinslawoffice.com
TO PAY DUES, CONTACT JIM CARNEY
carney1081@cox.net
FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS, TO PLACE AN AD, SUBMIT ARTICLES OR EDITORIALS
Jim or Diana Gallagher editors4binewsletter@gmail.com
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Butterfield Trail Village Parade
Thursday, June 18, 2020
Butterfield Trail Village (BTV) invited several car clubs
to participate in a summer car parade offering their
residents some fun and excitement in anticipation of a
COVID-limited July 4. Residents watched and waved
from their balconies and driveways. A vast number
waved American flags and tipped their caps as the
parade cruised by on a slow roll. This was clearly a
welcome addition to their normal activities which was
evident by the hand crafted posters complete with
glitter thanking the group for participation.
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News From Around NWA
Malcolm Williamson shared the sad news
that Buddy Curry’s health had declined and
he was living at home with his wife with the
support of hospice. Malcolm sent out a
request for a parade showing our love and
support and a significant number of our
group quickly made plans to participate.
Buddy’s car interests extended beyond
Britain and it was quite the parade led oﬀ
by the local police and fire departments
with participation from several car clubs.
Buddy seemed to thoroughly enjoy the
parade from a shady seat as he and his
wife waved as we drove past.
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News From Around NWA

As most of you know, on May 31, Ali Moubarak, a good friend to many of our
members, was in a serious single car accident. It appears that when returning from a
trip to the store, his jeep left the access road to North I-49 and rolled down the
embankment. In addition to a number of other broken bones, both femurs were
fractured. Following the accident, he was taken to Washington Regional and airlifted in critical condition to the trauma center in Springfield, MO.
I was happy to learn that Ali is finally recovering at home after extended stays in the
Acute care center and then the rehabilitation hospital. Recovering from serious
injuries will take time and a lot of work and determination.
Please keep Ali and his family in your prayers. As he continues his recovery, cards
and well wishes will be important. In addition to cards, consider dropping oﬀ
something for Ali, Melanie and their children to enjoy.
Ali Moubarak
2318 N. Salem Rd
Fayetteville, AR 72704

ADOPTIONS AND BIRTHS
Make- Jaguar
Model- XJS
Year- 1990
Weight- 4190 pounds
Length- 191.7 inches
Height- 47.8 inches
Colors- Diamond Blue and Navy
Full Term (drivable) vs Premature (Project car) Full Term
Proud Owners- Jim & Diana Gallagher
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MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS
Foot Note to ‘Shocking Disappointment’ article:
In the last paragraph I mention the advantage of
small displacement engines; one could hope to get
a full season out of a set of racing tires. But then
I remembered an incident. I should have added,
“If one is smart.”

At that time the sedans had to strictly conform to
the manufactures specs, filed with the FIA. I
carried my FIA papers for the Cooper S (1071 cc
engines at the beginning of the year) in case of
protests and there were no specs for a limited slip
differential! But #1had illegally welded up his
diff, and it made a big difference. The tire on the
ground was still driving the car forward, even
with the other tire up in the air. I was just
spinning air. My new, expensive racy tires were a
complete waste of money. But #1 wasn’t as
reliable and didn’t contest every Divisional race.
Then the 1275 cc engined Minis arrived in midseason, but my car was well sorted and reliable.
They couldn’t catch up with my accumulated
points.

I started the 1964 SCCA season intending to win
the ‘North East Divisional Championship’ small
sedan category. Got an early start and started
racking up points, even though it turned out I was
only second-fastest Mini Cooper S from Phillie to
Maine. Not the fastest, but mostly very steady
second-place positions. The Thompson,
Connecticut, race track hosted two Divisional
races that season, sponsored by two different
regional clubs. In the first race I started well, just
behind the fastest Mini, owned by a guy from the
Boston area that had a foreign car parts business.
The Thompson track was hilly – at the back was a
steep upgrade with a sharp right-hand turn at the
top, before plunging back downhill. I saw that
my #1 competitor could open up a few car lengths
just on that one turn! Intolerable! I hated it, but
told Shirley we would have to buy a new set of
Dunlop ‘Green Dot’ racing tires, such as #1 was
using – the same pattern as then used on Formula
1 cars. My car originally came with Dunlop ‘SP’
tires, which I’d thought until then to be excellent.
Two weeks later we were all back to Thompson
for another contest in the Divisional series. I
followed #1 up the back hill… and watched him
get a two car length jump on me around the
corner. Except this time I noticed that he was
accelerating all through corner, even though his
inside front wheel was up in the air, just like
mine!

By the way, I believe that the great little 1071
engine was the only over-square design ever
made by BMC at that time.
Wil

Taken in late 1964, shortly before I left my
partnership and started Dyno-Motive Services.
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MGA Twin Cam – my personal experience
Charles Wells
(From an email to Wil Wing, 7/14/2020)
Although I had enjoyed sole use of a 1936 Austin 10 Tourer and a couple of Austin A35 vans, the MGA Twin Cam was
the first car that I actually owned myself. A very tatty 1958 convertible, painted a lurid shade of canary yellow, I found it
languishing in a back street garage in Hay-on-Wye. Renowned today as "the town of books", it was then the most
unlikely place to find a Twin Cam, let alone one that had been owned previously by Bob Olthoff, the South African MGA
racer, as there was not another sports car, of any type, for miles around, and it was only many years later that I learned
that it had been dumped there by the local butcher, who was a keen motor sport participant and owner of a 300SL
Gullwing which I had viewed from afar with envy as a car-mad youth.
With the aid of hire purchase I bought the car for £375, which seemed to me a fair discount on a 4-year-old car that had
cost £1250 new. Only when I got it home, where I could examine it without constant interruption by the over-zealous
salesman, did I discover that it had obviously been in a quite severe fire: its original Tyrolite Green hue was plain to see
through the paint bubbling on the sills. Nonetheless, the visual appeal of Dunlop knock-off steel wheels and the
performance provided by the high compression (9.9:1) DOHC unit quickly displaced any misgivings. Whereas my
friend's standard 1600 roadster would struggle somewhat asthmatically to reach 5,500 rpm the Twin Cam would whizz
up to its 7,000 rpm red line without hesitation and, if I closed my eyes a little, the blemishes on its bodywork could easily
be forgotten.
Of course, down at the pub, the chat of peers was all doom and gloom: it'll soon blow up because of detonation, yapped
those who had yet to own a car but read avidly Autosport and wore stringback gloves, and not a patch on a TR3A or
100/6, TR2 and Bugeye Sprite owners averred. Certainly I was aware of the threat of detonation, but doubted that it was
any slower than a Triumph or Austin-Healey and, in any event, it was a far prettier car than either when push came to
shove, and the young ladies seemed to agree.
It was parked outside in all weathers, but never once failed to start, and, despite constant warnings about fractured
tappets, damaged piston rings, and many other maladies, the car never suffered a mechanical failure in more than
20,000 miles. True, it would use a fair amount of oil and would occasionally foul its plugs, but I always carried a gallon of
Duckhams 20W-50 and a spare set of plugs and so that caused little worry. However, the highest octane petrol available
was an absolute must to guarantee optimum performance, which seemed a little better than other Twin Cams I came up
against occasionally. I put this down to the larger H8 2" SUs that were fitted, but how much further tuning work had been
done I never did find out, but whatever it may or may not have been it made for a surprisingly reliable car that gave me
infinite pleasure, particularly after I fitted Pirelli Cinturato tyres.
I hope this might encourage others to contemplate a Twin Cam, as by now most of the problems must have surely been
sorted.
Best wishes,
Charles
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Like the dependability of most British cars, our calendar is subject to being reworked.
With Covid 19- the world is in a continual state of change. Watch the BI- list for
changes. Hopefully the Fall will allow us to get back to a more normal routine. UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE, THERE ARE NO MONTHLY MEETINGS

AGENDA
SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH (except December) - Monthly Meeting at Las Fajitas
FOURTH FRIDAY (WEATHER PERMITTING) SOCIAL NIGHT AT THE CLUBHOUSE
WORK SESSIONS- TO BE DETERMINED
***BECAUSE OF COVID 19 ALL GROUP ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED FOR THE TIME BEING
August - Open to Member Suggestions
September - Open to Member Suggestions
October 30 - Halloween Party at the Storeys', 1701 Price Lane, Rogers, AR
November 14 - Drive to Bill's Cave
December 5 - Christmas Potluck /Gift exchange at the Storey's, 1701 Price Lane, Rogers, AR
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