
Brits in the Ozarks - 5 Months Until the BEST Show Ever!! 
September will be here before we know it.  All club members are 
encouraged to participate.  It is never too early to get started.  We will 
need items for our silent auction, sponsors to contribute promotional 
items to our popular SWAG BAGS and/or monetary sponsorships as 
well as promotional opportunities.   Our parking lot dinner 
extravaganza on Friday night will need side dishes and servers, and 
on Saturday morning, it is "all hands on deck".  Help with set up, 
signs, guiding participants to their parking spot, the auction and 
canteen…there is a job for everyone.  The car show is always a 
highlight of our year and great fun for all of us, but all of the money we 
raise goes to a great charity.     
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BEHIND THE WHEEL (from the right hand side) 

 Let me start off by thanking Sue Tennant for organizing the brunch run to Roaring River State Park. As 
always they took good care of us and we all seemed to (warily) enjoy one another’s company. Kudos to Mac for 
driving the only British car on the event, making the journey in his lovely Jaguar XJ.   Mac got lost on the route up 
and I take part of the responsibility for that as I failed to emphasize the cardinal rule of group travel - know the 
vehicles you are traveling with and keep up. Everyone in the group (except Mac as noted) was driving everyday 
SUVs and pickup trucks, nothing remarkable that stood out on a crowded highway. I should have reminded 
everyone - as I am reminding you now - to look and make a mental note of who and what sort of vehicle is in front 
of you when we are on a drive.. I think Colin Roe was in front of Mac in his Kia Sorento. Nice ride but not 
something that you would instantly remember if you had to pick it out in traffic.  
We had a couple of participants who failed to appear as a result of illness. I hope you all feel better soon. Especially 
before Jim (“Jimmy the Hammer”) Carney comes looking to collect for your share of the meal cost!!!  

These are strange times we are in with all of the steps being recommended to stop the spread of the COVID-19 
virus. As I drove to work this morning at 7:00 the streets looked like they usually do on the one or two days a year 
when I have to go to the airport at 4:00 a.m.  Eerie. These are going to be particularly challenging times for small 
business owners. When and where possible, do what you can to continue to do business with the local folks. Lots of 
take out food. It probably was not the smartest thing for us all to gather at Roaring River last weekend and we will 

have to decide about future activities such as Social Night on the 27th and the regular monthly meeting in April. 
Right now I’d have to guess that Social Night probably won’t happen. Stay tuned. The reality is that most of us in 
the club are within that age group deemed to be “at risk” as it relates to exposure to this illness. We certainly would 
not want to create a situation where one of us passed this on to another member with tragic consequences. I will 
watch the recommendations made regarding group gatherings and we will respond accordingly.  

One last thing on this subject (not car related): My wife advised me that there has been a run on bottled water at 
the stores where she shops. There is no reason for you to stock up on bottled water. I am on the Board of Directors 
for the Beaver Water District and I can assure you that there is a plan in place to make sure that production of 
potable drinking water will not be interrupted. Don’t sweat it and drink tap water (besides, it is more thoroughly 
regulated and safer than bottled water - at least in our area).  

Last week I took the Interceptor to the local front-end specialist to have a couple of suspension bushings replaced 
and have the long awaited alignment. The mechanic there started trying to remove the block that has the upper 
control arm pivots on each end and found recalcitrant bolts (to his credit, that is what the workshop manual says to 
do. I have no idea why). He got scared off since if he broke one off it would be an “engine-out” ordeal to get to with 
a tap and die. With no racing to watch on the tube last weekend I decided to try to do it myself and, after very brief 
study, determined that all of that work was not necessary and that I could just simply remove the control arms 
from the shafts. So that is what I did. Both bushings just fell out in crumbs of black stuff that was rubber once 
upon a time. I hope to get it back together this weekend. The other side no doubt needs this treatment as well.  

I have (had?) hopes of attending the big car show that happens the first Sunday of each month at Krispy Kreme in 

Bentonville on April 5th, having never been. It will be interesting to see if that happens.  

Y’all take car of yourselves and be smart. 

    -Bill Watkins 



AGENDA 2020 

Like the dependability of most British cars, our calendar is subject to being reworked. Mark YOUR calendars for 
a busy year. 

AGENDA 
SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH (except December) - Monthly Meeting at Las Fajitas 

FOURTH FRIDAY (WEATHER PERMITTING) SOCIAL NIGHT AT THE CLUBHOUSE 

WORK SESSIONS- TO BE DETERMINED  

***BECAUSE OF COVID 19 ALL GROUP ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED FOR THE TIME BEING 

May 9- Drive to Altus Wineries 

June 11- GOBMC Show most likely in Carthage (stay tuned for details) 
June 20- Petit Jean Car Show with a focus on British Cars - Lets show off British Iron!!! 
June 27- Jaguar Club of Tulsa's Euro Motor Extravaganza on the triangle in  Sand Springs 

July 4- Potluck & Fireworks at Mark Brewer's home  6477 Dearing Road, Springdale, AR 727 

August - Open to Member Suggestions 

September Brits In The Ozarks Sept 10 - 12 
 Sept 6 - Bag Prep and Pot Luck at the Storey's Home, 1701 Price Lane, Rogers, AR 
 Sept 10 - Fun Run 
 Sept 11 - Fun Run 
 Sept 12 - Car Show/ Silent Auction 
October 30 - Halloween Party at the Storeys', 1701 Price Lane, Rogers, AR 

November 14 - Drive to Bill's Cave  
December 5 - Christmas Potluck /Gift exchange at the Storey's, 1701 Price Lane, Rogers, AR 

   

In Memoriam  

Judy Wheeler, wife of Jim and faithful 
supporter of British car clubs passed 
on February 25 after an extended 
illness.  In reading her obituary, I felt 
cheated that I had never met her.  It 
was clear that Judy was that unusual 
and highly energetic life force with all 
of her passions.   Her interests were 
diverse including aviation, racing, 
British cars, people, and dogs being 
among her top priorities.  BI has 
made a donation of $250. in Judy's 
honor to her favorite animal shelter. 
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NEW NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE & DEADLINES 
Thank you to everyone for embracing the new newsletter 
format.  In addition to the new format, and special features, 
the newsletter will now offer advertising.  If you know 
someone who might want to advertise, please approach 
them about this opportunity or give Jim or Diana Gallagher 
the tip.  It is the deal of a lifetime.  For a full year, 12 issues, a 
business card sized ad is available at the bargain price of 
$45.00.  Added benefits include a few newsletters in their 
business and promotion on the BI website.  

The deadline for contributions is the 15th of the month.  
Content that comes in after the 15th is ALWAYS welcome 
but will be held for the following month.  This will allow 
distribution on the first Friday of each month so we can 
have the newsletter a week before our meeting.
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Member Highlight 
Brian and Ann Hanna 

Brian is a senior member of British Iron.  He and 
his wife Ann are frequent participants  in group 
activities. Like so many of our members, Brian is 
passionate about British cars.  He is fascinating 
but even for those who have known him since he 
joined the group, there is a lot more to his story 
than you might know.

 

Brian and Ann immigrated from the island of 
Ireland to Toronto, Canada on November 11, 1978.  
In 1992, Brian began commuting to Conway, AR 
when the company he worked with, GSW, formerly 
known as General Steel Wares, purchased a new 
company.  Brian is a chartered accountant (CA) as 
well as a Certified Public Accountant (CPA).  His 
skill set positioned him well to serve as the Chief 
Financial Officer of Brass Eagle, a new IPO that 
was grown and eventually sold.  Brian then took on 
the role of CFO for Advanced Environmental 
Recycling Technologies (AERT) in Springdale where 
he worked until retiring 2 years ago on St Patrick's 
Day- how appropriate for an Irishman!


Ann plans to continue work for another 2 years 
which is a tremendous benefit to NWA.  Ann is an 
Advanced Practice Nurse with the hospitalist 
program at Mercy Hospital.   Countless patients 
are benefitting from her talents in nursing.  She 
looks forward to retirement and the opportunity to 
spend more time with Brian doing outdoor 
activities like hiking and European travel.  


After a lifetime of hard work, retirement suits Brian 
well.  He is up early every morning to play 
racketball.  He enjoys the outdoors and hiking and 
biking.  When weather does not permit outside 

activities, he stays busy inside.  He especially 
enjoys reading European and ancient history and 
woodworking.  He is currently in the midst of a 
massive remodeling project on their home.  His 
skills are impressive as he has built his own 
scaffolding to reach the heights required for 
installing the double crown molding, custom 
ceilings and walls that rival those in an Irish castle.


Brian and Ann have been married since August of 
1975 and will celebrate 45 years this August.  They 
have two children who are accomplished in their 
own rights.  Daniel is a movie director living in LA.  
You can currently view one of his projects, Miss 
Virginia, on Netflixs.   Their daughter, Robyn is a 
physician completing her residency in emergency 
medicine in Lexington, Kentucky.  When Robyn 
completes her residency, the entire family is 
looking forward to celebrating together on a 
Danube River Cruise.


International travel has always been a part of their 
lives and will continue to be.  Ann looks forward to 
more travel throughout Europe after she retires.  
Both Brian and Ann return to Ireland every few 
years to visit aging parents and other family.  
Europeans, better than most Americans, 
understand the benefits of international travel and 
appreciate how small the world truly is.  Great 
people exist everywhere and traveling is a means 
of appreciating history, embracing different cultures 
and maintaining old friendships while making new 
friends.


Brian and Ann currently drive a XJS convertible 
that they bought 20 years ago.  Before the 
convertible, they drove an XJS Coupe with a V12 
engine.  Ann drove a V8 S-Type for 10 years before 
“upgrading“ to a Honda.  As a young man, Brian 
had a MG Roadster and an MGBGT.
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1961 Aston Martin DB4GT Zagato 



Welcome New Members 
Barbara Coffey joined British Iron this past May 
after purchasing her 1967 red MGB. She has been 
an active member, participating in the 2019 car 
show.  Her car is a 66 built model in wonderful 
condition.  Although roadworthy when purchased 
and clearly not a project car, all older cars need 
work.  Barbara has not been afraid to get her 
hands dirty working on her car.   She appreciates 
the help of so many club members who have 
offered advice and hands on help with minor 
repairs.  Her biggest challenge, so far, has been 
consistent performance with her car.  Her goals for 
the coming year include replacing the radiator, 
installing an oil cooling fan and cleaning the engine 
bay.   Barbara's passion for British cars began 
early.  She remembers her first boyfriend driving a 
Triumph TR4.  Her love for British cars was 
permanently in place -even though the boyfriend 
was a passing interest.  


Barbara's grew up in a military family.  She was 
born in France and spent the majority of her 
childhood in Germany.  She moved to the US as a 
teenager.  Her mother was a holocaust survivor 
and in addition to his military service, her father 
was an award-winning diver, swimmer and silent 
film actor. 


Barbara moved to NWA in 1994.  She works in the 
Walmart corporate office with a specialty of risk 
management, insurance and workers' 

compensation.  In addition to work, she spends the 
majority of her weekends with her daughter and 

grandson.   In addition to her interest in British 
cars, she loves everything vintage- cars, clothing, 
jewelry and midcentury furniture.  She has a degree 
in vocal performance and opera from the UofA and 
enjoys most music including classical, opera, jazz, 
swing, hiphop and funk.  She is not a fan of 
country or rap.  She does not currently own a 
horse but loves horses and has previously 
participated in dressage and jumping. 


In addition to her MGB, Barbara drives a 2010 
Dodge Avenger but her dream car is a midnight 
blue XKE jaguar.  She has named her red MGB, 
Rosen.  It is  honor of her mother and is German 
for Rose, her mother's favorite flower.


Please contact Barbara via her email, 
beatnik.diva@gmail.com.  We are lucky to have 
women who love cars be a part of our group and 
even luckier when those women come with a 
vintage bag filled with diverse talents.


 

Member Highlights continued -Brian Hanna 
 His next planned acquisition is a Bentley 
Continental GT that is a great combination of 
British craftsmanship in leather and wood while 
benefiting from the engineering strength of VW 
(Audi and Porsche).  His dream car is a 1961 Aston 
Martin DB4GT Zagato and based on the photo he 
shared….it is not a bad dream at all. 


Great dreams and great success stem from a solid 
education.  Brian attended Portora Royal Grammar 
School in Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland.  
The school which operated for over 400 years is 
also famous for other notable students, Oscar 
Wilde and George Bernard Shaw. He continued his 
education and earned his first degree at Queens 
where CS Lewis also attended.


Although we all know Brian by his third given 
name, it is noteworthy that is not his first name.  
Everyone in his immediate family, including Ann, 
have three given names but all choose to go by 
their third.  So, John Robert Brian Hanna, will 
simply remain Brian to all of us.  


To reach Brian, use email, JRBHANNA@gmail.com
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Member Contributions 
The Value of Second Opinions 

Whether we are addressing our personal heath or 
the health of a beloved British car, there are some 
commonalities.  Preventative care is and should 
always be the first line of defense in optimizing 
health.  With the majority of us and older British 
cars, perfection is not always a realistic goal; a 
better goal is to make things as good as possible.  
Preventative maintenance for all of us includes 
maintaining our exterior with washing 
appropriately, brushing teeth, getting appropriate 
immunizations, eating a balanced diet, and 
exercising on a regular basis.  For cars, 
preventative maintenance is washing and waxing, 
dusting and cleaning, checking fluids, airing tires, 
keeping fresh gas in the tank and regular drives to 
keep tires in round and everything lubricated and 
operating smoothly.  Even with the best efforts to 
prevent problems, they are unavoidable.  Most 
minor problems can be managed with common 
sense and simple interventions.   If you contract a 
virus, suffer a minor burn or trauma, you can 
probably recover with time, simple interventions 
and symptom management.  For minor car 
problems, changing out a distributor, bleeding the 
brakes or changing the plugs should be enough to 
fix a lot of problems.  With most conditions, there is 
minimal risk in taking a little bit of time to try and 
resolve a problem, but taking too long can be 
unproductive.   When the problem doesn't improve 
in a reasonable amount of time and with the 
resources you have available, it is recommended to 
seek professional help. 


Most professionals, both mechanics and health 
care professionals, are very educated, 
experienced, and highly skilled.  They do their very 
best to resolve your problem but success is not a 
guarantee.  When their best efforts fail to resolve a 
problem or sound advice doesn't track with what 
you know or a professional's advice isn't 
acceptable, getting a second or even third opinion 
is always a good idea.  It may confirm the first 
diagnosis or it may offer a new insight and 
resolution to the problem at hand. 

Continued page 7, column 1
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Rain Can't Stop Roaring River Trip 
On March 14, the majority of our members left 
their British cars at home and journeyed north to 
enjoy brunch at the Roaring River Lodge.  The 
weather was very British with overcast skies and 
continual rain but the food and company were 
excellent.  The breakfast buffet included 
scrambled eggs, country potatoes, link sausage, 
amazing crispy bacon, fluffy biscuits, sausage 
gravy, pastries plus beverages.   The service and 
hospitality were excellent.  We had 30 members 
attending and all seemed to have a great time as 
we lingered over our plates.  After brunch, a 
smaller group led by Mark Brewer continued on 
to Eureka Springs where a St Patrick's Day 
parade was planned.  



Member Contributions  
Second Opinions from page 6

Second and third and even fourth opinions have 
been important to us as we have tried to resurrect 
our 1974 MGB.  Over almost thirty-five years, the 
car has transitioned from a minor project car to 
being my primary vehicle to and from nursing 
school including post graduate education in Atlanta 
to sitting tarped, unmoving and in serious need of  
a number of repairs.  


When we attended the 2018 Brits in the Ozarks Car 
Show, we were so impressed by the cars on 
display that we made the decision to join the BI 
club and get OUR British car back to her optimal 
health.  Sadly, it had sat idle for several years and 
as we all know, sitting idle is not good for any car 
or person.  Chronic health conditions had set in.   
For over a year, we were dedicated to getting the 
car back up and running.  We took care of 
problems we could fix beginning with heavy 
cleaning and simple repairs.  We approached the 
problems from multiple directions, we replaced 
parts and even entire systems.   We read and 
analyzed the green Bible, aka the old and faithful 
Bentley Shop Manual.  We critically problem solved 
and when we exhausted our resources, we took 
advantage of the expertise of club members and 
the BI shop.  Still the B wasn't at its optimal health.  
It would run for 20-30 minutes and stall.  Failures 
were never in a convenient location; more often 
then not it failed at an intersection requiring a push 
into the closest parking lot.   We finally resorted to 
professionals and the car was treated several times 
but still was not reliable enough for anything more 
than short trips.  With all the hard work of so many, 
we did make it to the 2019 car show but the car 
was far from having reached its optimal health.  We 
were even told that perhaps the car was 
possessed or simply too compromised to ever be a 
trustworthy vehicle.  It was like hearing a 
devastating medical diagnosis…it simply could 
NOT be true.  Like an adult in failing health, we 
feared the car's numerous co-morbidities may be 
too much to overcome, but we simply could not 
give up.  British car owners have to have at least a 
measure of denial when it comes to a devastating 
diagnosis along with a sense of optimism that the 

impossible is yet another challenge to be  
overcome.  


Professionals delivered commendable jobs at fair 
prices; improvements were made, but the car was 
still far from optimal.   A second opinion was in 
order.  With club member, Frankie Addington's 
expertise and assistance, we replaced the 
distributor and coil.  Miraculously, the car came to 
life and was running again.  Good should never be 
a barrier to great and we needed to have the car 
professionally timed and assessed bonnet to boot.  
Thanks to Frankie's work, we drove the car to West 
Fork's J & M Auto Repair and Diagnostics.  This, in 
and of itself, was impressive since the car had not 
been able to go that far for years.   The owner, 
Jason Aungenett, corrected the timing and found a 
number of problems that were contributing to the 
car's chronic health condition.   A major problem 
ended up being valves in the #2 and #3 cylinders.  
They were sticking open preventing the cylinders 
from getting proper compression.  The car had 
essentially been running on two cylinders.  


Further evaluation revealed the exhaust pipe 
needed to be replaced.  While replacing the 
exhaust pipe, it made sense to replace the exhaust 
manifold with a header.  A radiator leak was then 
discovered and a new radiator was installed along 
with the fan and shroud.   At the time I am writing, 
the prognosis is very promising.  We hope to enjoy 
the wonderful warm Spring weather with the top 
down as we put some well earned miles on the B.  


In the last year or so we have replaced the radiator, 
the fuel tank, the fuel pump, and numerous parts in 
between.  We now feel much more optimistic that 
when we go out for a drive, we might actually get 
home.


Recovery will now include ongoing preventative 
maintenance to keep the car as healthy as 
possible.  She is an old girl.  Our  fingers are 
crossed but we are optimistic about the future and 
looking forward to our first BI drive.


-Diana Gallagher
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Member Contributions

Followup to the March Newsletter

Thanks again for a splendid newsletter. 

To catch my eye particularly was the comment 
by new members Richard Davies and Marcy 
Benham about their Austin Marina Estate. 
Although I was probably into BMWs at the time, 
I do recollect that many thought the Austin/
Morris Marina an awful car but, following their 
progress in international rallies, I personally 
considered them not that bad. 

Still, scroll forward a few years and a survey 
conducted by Auto Express magazine in 
August 2006 reported that only 745 of the 
807,000 Austin/Morris Marinas sold in Britain 
were still on the road, making it the most 
scrapped car sold in Britain over the previous 
30 years, and a decade later the number was 
down to 295, although this figure did not 
include those covered by Statutory Off Road 
Notification. In the Top Car book Crap Cars by 
Richard Porter, the Marina was named fourth 
worst car of all time.

Now, however, which may surprise, and 
hopefully delight, Richard and Marcy, the 
Marina has become one of the epitomes of 
Seventies automotive cool, finally appreciated 
because it does stand out as an icon of its 
epoch. Why buy an MGB when you can get the 
same engine with even wilder handling for a lot 
less money? Welcome to British Leyland's 
Mustang....
-Charles  Wells

The future of the sports car/collector car 
hobby   

Charles Wells and Wil Wing 

At the end of February, 2020, Charles Wells sent me the 
serious thoughts below about the financial situation of 
sports car/collector car ownership.  Truthfully, I’d 
thought little about the financial side, as I have so little 
capital to invest, and I’m getting too long in the tooth to 
be active in the way I was for most of my life.  Besides, 
the markets may be different between the UK and the 
US.  Despite these disqualifications, I will, of course, 
offer some gratuitous opinions anyway.  Keep in mind 
that our thoughts are British and European car oriented. 

Charles wrote:  A matter for discussion 
“I don't know whether the topic has yet come up within 
the club, but it is the question on the lips of many here: 
'When will the classic car market recover?'. 

Personally, I don't think it will be anytime soon and am 
rather relieved that I was fortunate enough to dispose of 
most of my classics for good prices just before the end of 
the 2008-15 old car boom, which was largely triggered 
by the poor returns offered by more traditional 
investments such as  stocks, bonds and property. 
Friends with surplus cash, who had never shown any 
interest in old cars before, suddenly started buying 
Mercedes Pagodas and Jaguar XKs and lavishing untold 
amounts on long-discarded Morris Minors. It was quite 
bizarre. Particularly when accountants and the like 
started asking me for advice.

Initially, I felt quite smug, having bought most of my cars 
at least a decade earlier but, then, grim reality kicked in 
as the threat of Brexit, the European sovereign debt 
crisis, and the China/US trade war caused the global 
economy to shrink. As Quentin Willson points out in a 
recent edition of Classic Cars:  'These were unique 
geopolitical economic events that caused an artificial 
boom followed by a market ‘deflation', and opines that 
those cycles are unlikely to occur again anytime soon. 

Furthermore, it was becoming increasingly obvious, as I 
wandered around the numerous car shows, that many 
fellow septuagenarians, who had supported the classic 
car movement for years, were contemplating selling up, 
either because they had less money to spend or were 
becoming too old to tinker. Also, having tried 
unsuccessfully to get my son Justin involved with 
classic cars, I was well aware that a generational gap 
was opening up and , as a result, demand for my 
beloved Fifties, Sixties and Seventies classics might 
soon disappear. This, coupled with the loss of available  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 The Future continued from page 8 

storage space, prompted me to sell. Since then, 
environmentalism has also raised its head and we are currently 
faced with too many classics chasing too few buyers. Even 
very rare and esoteric cars are struggling to find a new level 
and many more numerous classics have lost up to 50% of their 
inflated 2008-15 levels. A very sobering thought, but is there 
an upside? I, and others, think there might be. 

Do as we did, don't buy to invest, buy because you can spot a 
bargain when you see it and the car appeals. Think how many 
cars there are out there now that have been restored to better 
than new and are being sold for significantly less than cost, but 
are showing signs of stabilising because of their intrinsic 
perceived value. It's a great opportunity, if you can just forget 
that the glory days may never come back. Were I a few years 
younger, I would do just that, and enjoy.”  

Wil comments: I have a more negative view of the 
continued popularity of owning old imported cars, which 
will follow.  Regarding Charles financial observations, 
with always a limited amount of cash for hobbies, I 
certainly resented the wealthy taking up sports and rare 
collector cars as investment tools.  The collapse of their 
artificial valuations seems like just deserts.  May their 
hoarding and greed bring them even greater suffering!  
Unless I know and like them, or course.    

Charles offers some hope for the average enthusiast, but 
I am more negative about the future.  Continued 
ownership can offer pride, connections to the past, a 
friendly club and hopes for financial appreciation.  That 
last one is doubtful.   Judging from my more restricted 
viewpoint, the pleasure of driving, it seems that the 
decline of interest is inevitable.  Here are my two main 
points:     (NOTE: please excuse my gender political 
incorrectness) 

1) The days of the average young working guy 
going out and buying a new sports car – and 
being financially able to do so – have largely 
disappeared.  Long ago, when sports car sales in 
the US were booming, and to a lesser extent, 
imported sedans, the youth of our country were 
much more interested in imported cars because 
of the influence of auto racing and the pleasure 
of driving.  If your main sport was road racing, 
as a participant or spectator, those feelings last.   
That generation of original buyers has now 
mostly passed on.  Today, the buyer of a new 
Jaguar sports car, for instance, is most likely 
middle-aged, not young.  The cost is prohibitive 

for most young people.  The ‘Why” of the 
changed disparity of costs vs. income is another 
long story.  Have we changed so much?  Yes!  
What can you say about a society that loves the 
‘status’ of buying, mainly, SUVs and pickup 
trucks?    

2) So what is wrong with a middle-aged first-time 
buyer of new or used sports cars today?  Just 
about everything.   He is married.  He has 
children.  He has a house.  He watches sports 
played with balls on television.  He plays golf, 
etc.  The hobby of maintaining a sports car or 
imported sedan rates about… eighth in his 
interest.  Why, I’m told some folks are more 
interested in their grandkids than their old cars!  
Could that be?  Seriously though, that buyer 
usually has little background with old cars or 
turning wrenches.  A club like ours offers help 
and guidance to someone at a loss with their new 
(old) car, but most have little ambition to make 
themselves expert mechanics.  And sometimes 
the degree of maintenance needed – and the cost 
– can quickly cause discouragement.  Further, a 
middle-aged ‘newbie’ is unlikely to have taken 
advanced driving classes or self-taught himself 
to drive quickly and comfortably.  The best 
reason for a sports car is the joy of driving it 
quickly and well.  If he finds anything above 
pokey speeds unsettling, joining our tours can’t 
be much fun.   

But I hope I’m wrong.  It happens!  The club does try to 
make folks with old cars welcome and to assist as much 
as possible.  Most of us understand the necessity of 
bringing young people into the hobby and try to 
encourage kids.  A little ‘hands on’ or a drive in an 
exciting sports car can make a lasting impression on a 
youngster. 

Youngsters know that sports cars are inherently more 
exciting than utility vehicles.  We need to introduce them 
to our hobby before they are brainwashed into terminal 
automotive indifference.  

The purpose of this article is to stir up member 
discussion.  Please think about your reaction and let’s 
have some comments, either yea or nay.   
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Member Contributions 
Rolex 24
If you can’t be good, be lucky, I always say.   Come 
visit us, they said.  Condo at Ormond Beach.   Week 
starting January 26th, they said.  Isn’t that week of 
Rolex 24?  Eureka!  We were lucky enough to be 
visiting friends only 7 miles from the track, so a few 
of the Rolex 24 events became a must do. 
 Especially exciting on the heels of Ford vs Ferrari, 
aka Le Mans ‘66 in the rest of the world.  (But there 
were no GT40’s there, since Ford cancelled their 
race program). 

The weather has been warm, but a cold front 
followed us down.  We can add “lizards falling out 
of the trees” to our list of vacation anomalies.  We 
had to replan Monday due to weather, but 
fortunately would up at the Daytona speedway and 
did a tour.  The track tour was interesting.  It sure 
help knowing the way around when we went back 
on Thursday. We knew the corners were banked 
high, at 31 degrees.  We didn’t realize the start-
finish line was banked at 18 degrees.  It doesn’t look 
like much when the cars are at race speed, but wait 
until you try to climb up it!  

Gates opened Thursday for practice and qualifying. 
 Interesting day, as all groups had practice sessions. 
 There are actually 3 separate groups racing over the 
4 day event.  Ferrari Challenge ran multiple races. 
 BMW Endurance Challenge / Pirelli World 
Championships held a 4 hour race.  And the Rolex 
24.   Late afternoon was qualifying for the Rolex 24 
for all classes of cars.  DPI being the fastest, with 
the Mazda 77 being on top and the Mazda 55 in 
third.  GTLM had the Porsche 911 and 912 on top, 

followed by the new C8 Corvettes numbers 3 and 4. 
 Several manufacturers had pop up showrooms. 
 Corvette featuring their new C8.  Mazda had a 
feature of their DPI car.  Lamborghini had cars and 
several Urus, $250k SUV. Lexus featured their RC-
F that Kyle Bush was driving.  We especially 
enjoyed the covered seating atop the Lexus racing 
trailer.  Fun day.   Great value with only a $10 
admission, no crowd lines and cars from every class 
getting track time. 

We didn’t go to the track on Friday (beach day), but 
it included more practice ahead of the BMW 
Endurance Challenge 4 hour race.  Then a Ferrari 
Challenge night race.  These groups finished up and 
had vacated their paddocks prior to Saturday’s 
Rolex 24.  

Saturday, the main event, the Rolex 24.  The race 
started at 1:35, but the morning was full of other 
events.  Track time started with a session for vintage 
 cars with Daytona heritage.  This included several 
911’s across several decades, a couple of 914’s, 
even an MGB.  Next, Porsche Club had 100 cars 
take the track.  A large variety across several 
decades.  The PCA tent was overflowing.   Next 
Corvette club had track time.  Followed by driving 
experience time where several manufactures treated 
passengers to track time.  Lines were long at the 
driver autograph sessions.  Then they allowed 
spectators on the grid and infield ahead of the start 
of the race.  From there we made our way up the 
banking near the start-finish line into the grandstand 
to watch the start of the race.  Along the way we
continued page 11 
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Rolex 24 continued from page 10

signed our names and car clubs on the yellow 
striping just ahead of the start-finish line.  Pace cars 
out and then the Green flag.  That Mazda #77 took 
off and stretched out a good lead.  It only took about 
20 laps before he was catching the GTD cars at the 
back of the pack.  We moved around a lot and 
watched the racing from both grandstand and 
infield.  Good crowd on hand, but nowhere near 
what the Daytona 500 draws.  

I’m sure most know the results.  Cadillac #10 was 
the winner, same as last year.  Porsches #911 and 
#912 ran close together the entire race.  In the C8’s 
debut, Corvette #3 was strong, #4 fell a ways back 
with engine problems.  A late pass gave BMW the 
win in GTLM.  A record 833 laps was run by the 
winning DPI Cadillac.  An amazing 300-ish laps 
ahead of the winning GTLM BMW with 530 laps. 

Come see us they said, so next stop, Hilton Head. A 
great time at the Rolex 24 that we lucked into. 
 We’re H-A-P-P-Y…
-David & Linda Ferrel

NOT TO BE MISSED - COMING SOON 
Look forward to Bill Ryan's Member 
Contribution as he shares his personal 
journey on his way  " To Becoming a Car 
Guy" in the next newsletter.  It is not only a 
compelling story but one that highlights 
one of the most valuable benefits of 
belonging to British Iron.  Benefits of 
membership include networking with peers, 
access to the BI shop, participation in all of 
our events including Brits in the Ozarks, the 
monthly newsletter AND access to some of 
the BEST expert in the area.  Bill Fitzgerald 
and  Jim Carney are the TR6 angels in this 
inspirational story. 

BI BRIT SHOP 
Work sessions and monthly social events 
are held at The Brit Stop (the British Iron 
Club House and Shop).  The address is 
14531 East Highway 12, Rogers, AR.  The 
shop is behind the Prairie Creek Mini Mall.   

Enter between the Mini Mall and Arrowhead 
Boat Sales.  Coming from Rogers, at the 
corner of Hwy 94 (N. 2nd St) and Hwy 112 W 
Locust St) head east toward Prairie Creek 
for 3.7 miles.  The Prairie Creek Mini Mall 
and Arrowhead Boat Sales on on the right 
and Tony C's restaurant will be on the left.   
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Important Reminders 

***We are living in challenging times with recommendations on how to manage Covid 19 being  
modified daily.  Because of the CDC recommendations to self isolate,  our normally scheduled 
meetings are subject to change.  Please pay attention to the BI -list for any changes or contact  
one of the BI leadership*** 

Monthly meeting will be March 12 at Las Fajitas (5266 N. Thompson St. Springdale, AR 72764) 
Networking at 6pm with the meeting at 7pm 

For information about British Iron, contact Bill Watkins bwatkins@watkinslawoffice.com 

If you have not paid your dues, PAY NOW.  Send you annual dues of $45.00 to Jim Carney.  Also if you 
are not on the BI List, he is your man.  carney1081@cox.net 

For newsletter submissions, to place an ad or any concerns,  contact Jim or Diana Gallagher 
Jim Gallagher jimg20@earthlink.net or Diana Gallagher dianagallagher.wocnurse@gmail.com 
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mailto:carney1081@cox.net
mailto:jimg20@earthlink.net
mailto:dianagallagher.wocnurse@gmail.com
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